
The future shape of education will play a major 
part in the decision-making of many voters 
in the coming general election. ATL believes 
it’s time to cut through the party politics of 
education and start listening to those in the 
know – the education staff working in our schools 
and colleges. On behalf of our members, 
ATL calls for the following:







 “Education is not 
only a universal 
human right but a 
driver of economic 
development and 
global security.”
1GOAL – Send My Friend 
to School 2010

End child poverty in the UK by 2020
Low educational achievement is strongly connected with poverty and 
disadvantage. International research shows that around 85 per cent of a 
student’s attainment is due to their family background. With four million 
children – one in three – currently living in poverty in the UK, one of the 
highest rates in the developed world, the government’s 2010 target to 
halve child poverty is likely to fall woefully short. Bolder action is needed 
to end child poverty by 2020, so eradicating inequality and providing all 
children with the opportunity to succeed.

Play a part in achieving the Millennium Development 
and Education for All goals
In the 10 years since the international community adopted the six 
Education for All goals and the Millennium Development Goals much 
has been achieved, but many of the world’s poorest countries are not 
on track to meet their 2015 targets. Future UK governments must commit 
to providing more and better aid for education; support the creation 
of a new global education fund; commit to improving education quality 
and inclusion; and support efforts to close the global literacy gap.

To fi nd out more about ATL’s election campaign, 
get hold of campaign materials, or to lobby your 
parliamentary candidates visit www.atl.org.uk/election 

ATL is the union for education professionals 
across the UK.

Active in the maintained, independent and post-16 
sectors, we use our members’ experiences to infl uence 
education policy, and we work with government and 
employers to secure fair pay and working conditions. 
From early years to HE, teachers to support staff, 
lecturers to leaders, we support and represent our 
members throughout their careers.

 “Research tells us 
that factors outside 
schools, such as 
family background 
and economic 
circumstances, 
account for about 
85 per cent of 
the differences in 
pupil attainment.”
Dr Mary Bousted, ATL’s general 
secretary, June 2009
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