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Def iance of yobs who
set f ire to the Koran

‘We were driven to do it’: Three of the six men who burned the Koran

By David Williams, Paul Sims 
and Nick Fagge

SIX men could face charges 
of inciting racial hatred after 
a video of them burning  
copies of the Koran on the 
anniversary of 9/11 was 
posted on YouTube.

The video shows the men – 
wearing tea towels around their 
heads – setting the Muslim holy 
book ablaze after dousing it 
with fuel behind a pub in  
Gateshead, Tyneside.

At one point, a laughing man 
kicks what appears to be a Koran 
while his friends shout: ‘This is for 
the boys in Afghanistan. Septem-
ber 11, international burn a Koran 
day, for all the people of 9/11. 

‘This is how we do it in Gates-
head, right.’

Six days after it first appeared on 
YouTube, police were alerted to the 
video and arrested two men, aged 
45 and 37, on suspicion of inciting 
racial hatred. Four more men, aged 
23, 31, 39 and 42, were arrested yes-
terday and questioned at Gates-
head police station. 

With fears of a possible backlash 
against British troops abroad, the 
files have been referred to Attorney 
General Dominic Grieve to decide 
whether to bring criminal charges.

All six men are from the same 
estate in the town and have been 
granted bail until mid-November 

while the Crown Prosecution  
Service awaits guidance from Mr 
Grieve over whether to bring 
charges under the 1986 Public Order 
Act – charges carrying a maximum 
sentence of seven years in jail. 

Tracked down by the Daily Mail 
last night, the men were unrepent-
ant. They admitted burning the 
Koran but said they had nothing to 
do with the video being put on the 
internet. 

Calling themselves ‘English 
nationalists’ but refusing to be 

identified, they claimed they acted 
out of ‘frustration’ that there was 
‘one law for Muslims’ and another 
law for white English people.

The burning followed the world-
wide outcry over plans by Florida 
pastor Terry Jones to burn copies 
of the Koran on the anniversary of 
the four suicide hijackings that left 
more than 3,000 dead in New York, 
Washington and Philadelphia.

Mr Jones backed down after he 
was told U.S. soldiers serving in 
Afghanistan would be put at 

greater risk by his actions. All six of 
those held claim to be members of 
the English Defence League, a far-
Right group opposed to the spread 
of Islamism.

The men said they should not 
have been arrested because ‘Mus-
lims are allowed to burn British 
flags’. One man, a 37-year-old 
unemployed father, said: ‘It wasn’t 
so much planned as more we were 
driven to do it.

‘Now there seems to be one law for 
them and one law for us. They can 
burn a Union Flag and the Stars 
and Stripes, but we get arrested for 

IN A controversial article, The 
Great Asbestos Hysteria (Mail, 
February 23), we said that accord-
ing to the Health and Safety  
Executive, the risks from white 
asbestos products are ‘insignifi-
cant’, and ‘arguably zero’ in the 
case of lung cancer. 

The HSE assessments related to 
specific levels of exposure to white 
asbestos fibres, not white asbes-
tos products, and found a risk 
from higher levels. 

The article said that asbestos in 
UK schools is almost all white. 
According to the HSE, the more 
harmful brown asbestos was also 
frequently used in schools. 

The writer was in error in saying 
that the HSE had been forced to 
withdraw a series of commercials 
claiming that mesothelioma kills 
4,500 a year. In fact, the advertise-
ments were based on an estimate 
of 4,000 deaths from all asbestos-
related disease.

Asbestos

LIVING in urban areas has helped 
us develop an immunity to dis-
eases, according to scientists.

City dwellers are more likely to 
have a genetic variant which gives 
them a resistance to diseases such 
as tuberculosis and leprosy.

Researchers analysed DNA sam-
ples from Europe, Asia and Africa 
and compared rates of genetic 
disease resistance with urban his-
tory. They concluded exposure to 
poor sanitation and high popula-
tion densities led to a heightened 
tolerance to illnesses.

Dr Ian Barnes, from the School of 
Biological Sciences at the Univer-
sity of London’s Royal Holloway 
college, told the journal Evolu-
tion: ‘This seems to be an elegant 
example of evolution in action.’

City life gives
you immunity

‘This is for the boys 
in Afghanistan’

burning a few sheets of paper.’ Des 
Feely, 57, whose daughter Corporal 
Sarah Bryant, 26, was killed in 
Afghanistan two years ago, con-
demned the men’s actions. He said: 
‘Sarah went to the trouble of buy-
ing a copy and reading it while she 
was out there.

‘Instead of burning it and causing 
more distrust and hatred, she read 
it to gain some understanding.’

Gateshead Labour MP Ian Mearns 
said: ‘If this is publicised widely 
this could actually endanger our 
troops and British citizens who are 
in other parts of the world.’

The video is believed to have been 
filmed in the backyard of The Bugle 
pub in Leam Lane, Felling.
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