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	Cuts in the FE Sector


Dear Member,
 

You will be aware that funding for the FE sector will be cut for 2010/11, with adult courses and adult and community learning taking the greatest hits, but also courses that are expensive to run. This is due to the Government cutting public expenditure growth by around 3% in the FE sector. ATL is opposed to cuts in education, training and skills development.
 

Of course, these are not easy times, colleges (around a third) may face 10% to 25% cuts in funding – with average cuts of 16% expected. There are also regional differences with the North East coming off worse – losing one per cent of their students – and the South East doing better with an increase of 0.7% in student numbers. So the picture is variable.
 
There is £72 million increased funding going into the sector, but the decrease in learner rate (by 0.5%) means that colleges have to do more with less – that means larger classes or cutting small classes.

On the other hand, it is important to note that one in eight colleges will receive large increases of more than 10%. And we know £57 million has gone into the sector since 1997. 
Colleges should therefore be absorbing the cuts in order to prepare for the upturn in the economy. It is one thing to decry the Government’s funding but then make staff pay for any and all of the difficulties in college finances by cutting jobs and increasing hours!
 

ATL wants colleges to:

● Be transparent about the relation of funding allocations to teaching and learning

● Prioritise teaching and learning – the core business of the college

● Consult meaningfully and openly with staff – they are the professionals.

ATL will be campaigning against the cuts and the consequent job losses in the FE sector. That means being active locally. Support your local rep or organise fellow ATL members at your college now!
 

 

 

Norman Crowther

Association of Teachers and Lecturers

National Official Post-16 education
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